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politicks, was very fatally mistaken with regard to Spain
and France. Spain had been the last power in Europe
which had openly pretended to give law to other nations,
and the memory of this terrour remained, when the real
cause was at an end. We had more lately been frighted
by Spain than by France; and though very few were then
alive of the generation that had their sleep broken by the
armada, yet the name of the Spaniards was still terrible
and a war against them was pleasing to the people.

Our own troubles had left us very little desire to look
out upon the continent; an inveterate prejudice hindered
us from perceiving, that, for more than half a century, the
power of France had been increasing, and that of Spain
had been, growing less; nor does it seem to have been
remembered, which yet required no great depth of policy
to discern, that of two monarchs, neither of which could
be long our friend, it was our interest to have the weaker
near us; or, that if a war should happen, Spain, however
wealthy or strong in herself, was, by the dispersion of her
territories, more obnoxious to the attacks of a naval power,
and, consequently, had more to fear from us, and had it
less in her power to hurt us.

All these considerations were overlooked by the wisdom
of that age; and Cromwell assisted the French to drive the
Spaniards out of Flanders, at a time when it was our in-
terest to have supported the Spaniards against France, as
formerly the Hollanders against Spain, by which we might,
.at least, have retarded the growth of the French power,
though, I think, it must have finally prevailed. -

During this time our colonies, which were less disturbed
-by our commotions than the mother-country, naturally in-
creased ; it is probable that many, who were unhappy at
home, took shelter in those remote regions, where, for the
sake of inviting greater numbers, every one was allowed
to think and live his own way. The French settlement, in
the mean time, went slowly forward, too inconsiderable to
raise any jealousy, and too weak to attempt any encroach-
ments.
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